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Presidentôs Dispatches 1 

 
I now write as Immediate Past President with a hint of sadness.  It 
has been a humbling privilege to represent the Rotary Club of 
Seaford. I feel the way in which the Club has supported and 
encouraged the youngsters of the area is so commendable.  Senior 
citizens and disabled have equally benefitted from the efforts of 
Rotarians.   
 
As the Chairman of the Fundraising Committee was unable to attend 
ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ bƛƎƘǘ at which the handover took place, my braille 
notes remained virginal and I was able to make a moderately 
reasonable speech!  Ladies choir Ψ²ƻƳŜƴ ƻŦ bƻǘŜΩ from Brighton 
gave us the icing on the cake with a most enjoyable and appreciated 
performance. 
 
Highlight of the evening was the presentation of a Paul Harris Award 
to Club Secretary Isla Sitwell.  His facial expressions indicated he had 
no inkling and was indeed moved by the award, which he so richly 
deserved.  Isla was a tower of strength and advice to me during my 
year of office. 
 
So now the regalia has been passed over; I now transfer myself to 
the ranks of ordinary members. I shall reflect on my time as an 
immense learning curve. I am so grateful to everyone who 
supported me and made it a memorable year - thank you all. 
 
 

 

Ray  
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Presidentôs 

Dispatches 2  

As some of you may know it was never my intention to 
become your President. I had been happy in the role of 
Secretary of the Club, before finding it necessary to step down 
to become Worshipful Master of my Lodge in Eastbourne. 
Then after carrying out that role, and the Club having no 2nd 
Vice President at the time, it just occurred to me, Why Not? 

I am very fortunate indeed to be taking over the role of President of a Club which has a strong record of 
doing things right and doing them well. We are a great Club, we may not be the largest Rotary Club, but 
we do great things - together. I would therefore like to thank all of you, and especially our Twinning 
Association guests from Germany, for coming to support me here this evening. 

We have a full programme for the coming year, much of it similar to things we have done so successfully 
in the past. We will continue to support International, Community , Rotary Foundation and Youth Service. 
We will also carry out our successful fund raising events. 

Nevertheless the Club is facing challenging times with a falling membership, and while I do not feel there 
is a need to make any significant changes, I do feel that there is a need to change the emphasis on certain 
of our activities. Such changes hopefully will improve the contribution we can make towards achieving 
the overall aim of Rotary of "Service Above Self". 

Like Ray I am very much aware of the time and effort that all Club members put into Rotary. We need to 
ensure that we achieve a correct balance in everything we do, including the social and fun side of the 
Club. 

The sports events can be great fun, and last weekend we had a really good time together at the croquet 
competition against the Martello Club in Eastbourne. Although Martello were the defending champions, 
not only did we win this year, but we beat them convincingly. A real demonstration of effective team 
work.  

As President the charity I have chosen to support in my year of office is "Waves". Waves helps some of 
the most disadvantaged young families in Seaford and will greatly appreciate and value our support and 
help. For our weekend away my President's Weekend will be held between the 12th - 15th May next year 
at The Cambridge Belfry. I am sure we will have a really enjoyable time with good food and lots to see 
and do in one of the most interesting and iconic locations in the country. 

So thank you again Ray for such a memorable year as our Club President. Given everything that you have 
achieved, and in taking over from you, I am really looking forward to my own year of office. We are very 
fortunate indeed in having a dedicated team of Club officers, and with the help of all of the Club members 
I am sure that we will all have a great Rotary 2015/16 Year in a new Rotary District 1145 of 104 Clubs, 
achieving great things, with great fun, in the service of Rotary. 

 

Peter Fenwick  
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Croquet Competition Triumph In Eastbourne 

From Croquet Pete, Community Sport Correspondent 

 
Saturday the 20th June 2015 was a key date in the Eastbourne sporting calendar. While some people 
chose to go to Devonshire Park to watch the international tennis competition, others congregated at The 
Saffrons for the annual croquet competition between Seaford Rotary Club and Seaford Martello Rotary 
Club. 

Although the weather was overcast, it did not stop the players enthusiastically choosing their equipment 
and taking part in the latest pre-match warming-up techniques.  The teams were also selected using one 
of the most impartial techniques available in the sporting world. Players lined up patiently in their 
respective Rotary Clubs to select a playing card. Pairs of matching cards providing the individual teams.  

All 5 of the famous croquet lawns at The Saffrons were used for the competition. Players however were 
very conscious that only the week before the lawns had been the venue for Britains's Inter-Counties 
Croquet Competition, which this year was won by Surrey in Division 1 and Lancashire in Division 2. This 
event clearly inspired the teams to produce some of the most interesting croquet play ever seen by the 
spectators and organisers of the competition. 

Both Rotary Clubs fielded 5 teams of 2 players each. Each team of 2 players had to play 3 games of golf 
croquet against 3 different teams from the other Rotary Club. The concentration of the players was 
intense, and the competiveness and skill showed, clearly reflected the amount of training and coaching 
undertaken by the players prior to the competition.   

Although the Martello Club were the defending champions the outcome of the competition this year was 
a clear win for Seaford Rotary Club by an impressive margin of 125 hoops against 81 for Martello. There 
was however some degree of consolation for Martello as Julian Turner and his partner won the highest 
number of hoops by an individual team of 2 players. 

Following the competition the players and spectators enjoyed one of the famous cream teas provided by 
the Croquet Club before the formal awards and medal ceremony. Julian Turner and his partner were 
presented with croquet club pens for having the highest number of hoops, and Paul Vaesen and his 
partner were presented with medals and pens for having the second highest number of hoops and for 
representing the winning Club.  

Everyone agreed that it had been a very enjoyable and memorable 
occasion and it is understood that training in a secret location has already 
started by some players in preparation for next year's competition. 
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June Boot, Craft and Produce Fair 
By Geoff Lowles, Treasurer 

 

Although the weather wasnΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀǎ ǎŜǘǘƭŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ Boot Fair there were over 40 pitches taken on 
Sunday 14 June. 

There was also a steady flow of bargain hunters throughout the morning. 

The money raised was just over £730 taking our total so far this year of over £1600, to be donated to 
charities and worthy causes. Not bad when we recall that the April event had to be cancelled owing to 
bad weather! 

Next Fair will be on Sunday 12 July, Martello Fields, Seaford. Be there! 

Photo by Mike Hemmings 

 

 
 

June Walk for Rotarians and friends 
By Chief Rambler Mike Allen 

On a bright but windy morning an 
intrepid band of 13 walkers set forth 
from the Ram Inn in Firle to embark 
upon a 4.5mile walk. 

We climbed up to the top of the 
South Downs Way and enjoyed the 
magnificent views over the Sussex 
countryside whilst trying to avoid 
being blown over by the strong 
North east wind. 

After a drinks break we started our 
descent back to Firle village passing 
an interesting looking brewery on 
the way back to the Ram where we 
enjoyed good fellowship and fine 
food. 

Photo by Past President Michael Logan  
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Bansang Update 
From Mike Allen with information and pictures from Anita Smith MBE MRG 

 
The Club continues its active support for Bansang Hospital in The Gambia which has been vastly improved 
and extended through the efforts of one dedicated British lady assisted by financial support from Rotary. 
It can now provide Western standard healthcare in this impoverished part of Africa and services a very 
wide area. It is a great example of Rotary providing targeted and accountable assistance to those in dire 
need. 

Below is a recent progress report from Anita Smith. 

 
Bansang Hospital established in 1938, is the second biggest hospital in the Gambia.  The facility located 315 kilometres 

from the capital city Banjul, serves a population of nearly 500,000 people. The 185-bed hospital offers a broad range 

of services including: emergency services, maternity services, paediatric services, acute medical and surgical services, 

infectious diseases services, diagnostic services, oral health/dental services, sexual health services and mental health 

services. 

Annually, the hospital records over sixty-five thousand out-patient consultations, fifteen thousand admissions, two 

thousand deliveries and 1500 surgical operations. In addition, Bansang Hospital is the only health facility in the Central 

River Region of the Gambia that has the capacity to provide Comprehensive Emergency Obstetric Care (i.e. suite of 

services designed to manage complications that may emerge from pregnancy and child birth). Recently, the hospital 

was accredited as regional centre for the management of victims of gender-based violence (including physical and 

sexual violence). 

Furthermore, with support from sponsors and friends, the hospital launched a project on May 17, 2015 designed to 

convert the old female ward to a Multi-purpose health training centre and an administration block. The training centre 

will be used to conduct trainings, seminars and workshops for doctors, nurses and allied health staff working in the 

hospital. The admin block will provide a 

more spacious and conducive office space 

for Admin staff to work safely and 

comfortably. The long term plan is to 

encourage other charities that are related 

to agriculture and education to use the 

centre for their own workshops, this can 

only enhance development for the entire 

region. 
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The conversion of old Female Ward to a Multi-purpose Health Conference Facility and an Administration Block is one 

of many projects supported by the Bansang Hospital Appeal (BHA). What makes this project significant is that Bansang 

Hospital will for the first time have a training facility and an administration building that would provide adequate office 

space, a conducive and safe environment for all admin staff.  

The training facility will be used to conduct refresher trainings, seminars and workshops for staff of the hospital 

especially clinical staff (doctors, nurses, midwives, and other allied health professionals). The Gambia like many 

countries in Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) is faced with a huge disease burden and regular refresher trainings is one 

strategy the Hospital management wish to employ to address this problem. The out-break of Ebola Viral Disease (EVD) 

in countries located in the same geographical region with the Gambia (i.e West Africa), was a stark reminder of the 

need to continuously improve the capacity and competence of our health workers to respond to major disease 

outbreaks. We would also like to encourage all other charities relating to health, education and agriculture to use the 

facility for their training purposes. 

The project is progressing well and it is encouraging to note that the contractor is on track to meet the scheduled 

date of completion. Also, a recent site inspection conducted by the Hospital Management Team on 22nd May 2015, 

showed that the contractor adhered to the specified standards and quality of work.  

 

 

Old Female Ward with asbestos roof (before the commencement of works) 
 

 
 

 
 
 
                                                Men busy working on the roof  

 
 
 
The new aluzinc roof replaced the old asbestos roof. 
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Armed Forces Day Tipple in the Tent 
From Janice Vince, Seaford Martello Rotary Club 

 

On Saturday 27 June with the sun shining and a cooling breeze, Seaford Armed Forces day attracted a 

varied crowd of locals and tourists out to enjoy the music, the marching, and the great weather. Tavern 

in the Tent jointly run, at this event, by both Martello and Seaford Rotary Clubs provided an oasis for 

shade, a cooling drink and a sit down to enjoy the day. The proceeds from the bar are used by the clubs 

to fund local charities.  Both clubs support local projects including Downs Syndrome and Special Needs 

Support Group, Seaford lifeguards, Seaford Museum, Seaford Seeability and many others. The money 

raised at the bar goes straight back to charities to help with future projects. We thank all those who 

supported the bar and made a great day. 
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Firle CE Primary School wins Safety in Action Award 
By the editor 

On Friday 26 June at around 10:15a.m. a gathering of outsiders began to congregate in the School 
playground. First there were three members of the Rotary Club of Seaford, then came a photographer 
from The Argus followed by three Police Officers. School staff appeared, including the Head Teacher, and 
then the students of the school took their places. Finally all eleven year 6 students took their rightful place 
of honour. 

The reason for all this? A few weeks ago in May the year 6 students of the small school had not only 
beaten all comers to win the trophy for achievement during the Lewes Area, showing their learning and 
understanding about Safety, but they had scored a record 199 points out of a possible 200! 

Photographs were taken while President Ray Hazan presented the trophy to the students (as well as a 
cheque for £275) helped by Rotarian Paul Vaesen. The Police Officers congratulated the students, 
explained what a remarkable feat they had achieved, and donated each of them with a sturdy torch. The 
two class teachers sat with their charges and cheered them. 

Head Teacher Annie Noble was very impressed with her children, and really rather excited! 

Photos by Mike Hemmings.  

Adults clockwise from top right: 

Front row President Ray Hazan hands over the trophy, 
back row left to right PC Kate Carter, Inspector Rob Lovell, 
Rotarian Paul Vaesen, and PC Carolyn Ross. 

PC Kate Carter and Inspector Rob Lovell hand out torches. 

Back row left to right class teachers Heidi Sison and Liz 
Fitzpatrick 

Left to right PC Carolyn Ross and Head Teacher Annie  

Noble 

  

http://www.firleschool.co.uk/

