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Presidentôs Dispatches 

Looking back over the last weeks it is true to say that, for the Club, 2011 went 

out with a bang and not with a whimper.   We have all been involved in events 

within the Club and in the town.   

On November 16th we welcomed a new member, Ray Hazan.  Ray is joining the 

Community Service Committee for the remainder of this Rotary year.  Not only 

has he been awarded two Paul Harris Fellowships by his previous Rotary Clubs 

but he has now been made OBE in the New Yearôs Honours List for his work for 

blind ex-service men and women.  Many congratulations Ray. 

On 25th November over 30 members and family members visited the AMEX stadi-

um.  For those of us who had not been inside a football stadium, and for those 

who had, the excellent guided tour was a revelation taking us through all the 

public areas as well as the hospitality suites, changing rooms and, of course down 

to pitch level.   

The life of Colin Seymour was remembered at a Memorial Service at St Leonardôs 

Church on 30th November.  Tony Lees and Reg Barr spoke of their long associa-

tion and friendship with Colin and Ken Holt recounted stories of Colinôs business 

life in Seaford.   

VP Paul and I visited the Mercread Youth Club to present the Clubôs donation to 

the Green Gym.  The energy and organisational ability of the young people who 

had taken this project forward was a joy to see.  Perhaps, once it is opened, we 

can have Club sessions there.  Or even a sponsored fitathon.  Whatever, it is a 

great project and deserves to be a huge success. 

Paul was again involved with our first Tea Party for the elderly on 24 th November 

at the St James Trust.  It was an unqualified success.  The organisation was slick, 

from the drivers to the caterers.  The entertainment was just right and a very 

good time was had by all.  One of our members was heard to observe that some 

of the elderly looked quite young.  A bit like policemen then!  Many thanks to all 

who helped.          

(Continued on page 2) 



 

 

Christmas News 2011  

 

I was a guest, with Reg Dove, President of the Seaford Martello Rotary Club, on Bob Peedleôs 

Sunday afternoon community programme on Seahaven FM.  We spoke about Rotary generally 

and the two Clubs in particular and, hopefully, listeners would have learned a bit about what we 

do and what we stand for.  I met up with Reg again at the opening of the Seaford Museumôs 

new Radio Room at the Martello Tower.  Natalie Graham did the honours, or rather her two 

young children did!  The Museum is another Seaford project that deserves praise. 

Then came Santa, Rudolph and the Sleigh.  Once again we braved the elements, not ice and 

snow this year but, possibly even more unpleasant, wind and rain.  You know now that the end 

result was another record collection, again underlining the generosity of the people of Seaford 

who reconfirmed their love of the spectacle of Santa coming down their street, past their house, 

lights brightly shining and carols playing.  Congratulations to everyone for all the effort that went 

into the organisation as well as to those who trod the pavements, drove the vehicle and, of 

course, to Santa who often bore the brunt of the bad weather without complaining (much).  San-

ta was also seen visiting the Playgroup and Reception Classes at Cradle Hill School much to the 

surprise and joy of the young pupils there.  

Well, another year has gone by.  The Club has been engaged in many very different projects; 

raising money, donating to worthwhile causes both locally and internationally, and also giving a 

service to others in the local community.  This is Rotary.  We can look forward to more of the 

same in 2012. 

I wish you all a very happy, healthy and peaceful 2012  

Iˀlʆ    

Presidentôs Dispatches (continued) 

Santa at Cradle Hill School!  
 

Excited children in Good Times Pre School and Reception Classes at 

Cradle Hill Primary School were interrupted by Santa Claus just before 

Christmas.  He was accompanied by two elves who had obviously been 

given time off the Present Production Line for the occasion.  Santa re-

minded all the children that he loved mince pies and that Rudolph, his 

leading reindeer with the incredibly shiny, red nose, loved carrots.  

Most importantly he emphasised again and again that all the children 

needed to be fast asleep when he called on Christmas Night.  One class 

sang óWhen Santa got stuck up the chimneyô for him.  Fortunately he 

has been on an elfy diet since that happened!  Ho! Ho! Ho!  óChimneys 

or no chimneys, Iôll be thereô he cried as he left the building.  óHappy 

Christmas everyone! 

       From our Lapland reporter 

2 



 

 

Christmas News 2011 (contd)  
Out With Santa  
By Mike Hemmings 

Sleigh rides with our welcome guest Santa (how he manages we just don't know) finished on 

Christmas Eve for 2011. During December we collected every weekday evening from Dec 1 to 

23, and Saturday mornings in Broad Street on Dec 3, 10, 17 and 24. We wish to thank our 

many good friends who took part in the collections with us as well as all the people of Seaford 

who supported us so well in such difficult fi-

nancial times. In fact we collected the highest 

amount ever - over £8,000. All the proceeds 

will go towards helping organisations and in-

dividuals within Seaford. Again, many thanks 

from the Rotary Club of Seaford 

www.seafordrotary.org.uk .  

Thanks to Lisa Eades-Aylward for the photo  

 

Below are two letters from one family to Santa. He promised us that he would do his best!  
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